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FESTIVAL OF ST. JOHN 

This annual Masonic festival is an important event in many of 
the older jurisdictions. At one time, not so long ago, several of 
the lodges in Manitoba followed the old custom and recognized 
the 27th December in each year as an important date on the 
calendar. Changing times bring about many changes but it is 
hoped we do not end up by modernizing the old Masonic Craft 
too much. If we are careless and neglectful of the significance of 
the customs and ceremonies, which have come down to us hallowed 
by the years we may discover too late that our desire for changes 
has robbed Freemasonry of something which is peculiarly its own. 

When the original lodge was instituted at Red River in 1864 
our pioneer brethren, few in number, were most particular in 
following the established customs and we read from the newspaper 
of that early date a brief but interesting account of the St. John’s 
Day Celebration on 27th December, 1864. 

“The (day) was observed by the members of Northern Light 
Lodge as a day of festivity in honor of one of their patron saints. 
At half past two on that day, the doors of the lodge were thrown 
open to the few who were invited to be present at the ceremonies; 
it being a matter of much regret that the small size of the room 
interfered with the wishes of the invitation committee who would 
have been pleased to have invited a much larger number. 

“The formal ceremony of installing the officers commenced 
shortly afterwards and on its conclusion addresses were made by 
the Master, Rev. W. Taylor, and Ven. Archdeacon Hunter. 

“From the lodge room the members and the guests proceeded 
to the dinner which was provided after which suitable Masonic 
and other toasts were proposed and were replied to by Judge 
Black, Mr. Chief Factor Clare and others. 

“The dinner concluded, the remainder of the evening was 
spent in the house of A. G. B. Bannatyne, Esq., who kindly threw 
open his rooms for the purpose. 

“The following are the officers for the year; Dr. Schultz, W.M.; 
A. G. B. Bannatyne, S.W.; William Inkster, J.W.; William Cold- 
well, Secretary; J. E. Sheal, Treasurer; Ven. Archdeacon Hunter, 
Chaplain; William Hall, Senior Deacon; Chas. Curtis, Junior 
Deacon; C. J. Bird and Rev. W. Taylor, Stewards; R. Morgan, 
Tyler.” 

It is interesting to follow this gathering through to the old 
minute book where we find this entry recorded. “Orders on the 
Treasurer for Expenses in connection with the celebration of St. 
John’s Day were issued as follows: 
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Hudson’s Bay Co. for wines, etc. 4.19/- Sterling 
1 . 10 /- 

6.9/ - Sterling” 

The social aspect was not overlooked. A brother commenting 
upon lodge life in the early days had this to add, “I have been 
informed that the wives of our brethren, or rather those who were 
fortunate enough to possess them, did not take kindly to the 
order of things, the impression among them being that the refresh¬ 
ment supplied, induced more conviviality than was profitable.” 


A REMINDER 

It is good at times to be reminded of the simple things of life. 
The little things count. We are prone to be careless and neglect 
something which on occasion will be found to be an essential. 

This item is to suggest to the brethren the necessity of signing 
your name to every certificate issued to you immediately these 
are received from your lodge secretary. 

Look at your current receipt for dues. Did you affix your 
signature when it reached you? If not, take it out and sign it 
now. 

If you are a Life Member then check the official card issued by 
Grand Lodge for 1948. Does it carry your signature? If not 
then sign it now! 

Your signature should likewise appear on your Master Mason’s 
certificate. A space is provided and it should be filled in your 
own handwriting. The reason for all these requirements is 
obvious. Will you please take the trouble to sign where you 
should sign your name and in future be careful to do so as soon as 
the certificate or card comes into your possession. 

Yes, there is a very good reason why such a little thing should 
be carefully attended to at the time. 


THE WORLD “HELE” 

Some years ago an enquirer sought the derivation as well as 
the correct pronunciation of this Masonic word which is familiar 
to every Mason. 

An eminent brother in answer to the query submitted the 
following which we pass on for the information and benefit of 
those who themselves have raised the same question. 

“The word ‘hele’ is derived from the Anglo-Saxon ‘helan’ to 
hide, to cover, to conceal. This is the only verb, although there 
is a substantive, hele, meaning health, safety, welfare, derived 
from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘hael’. Surely, too, the word should 
be assonant with the other two words with which it occurs— 
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‘Hele, conceal and never reveal’. But in this connection it might 
be observed that old-fashioned Irish people of education, whose 
pronunciation of vowels is that which obtained in England in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, would say, ‘hale, console, and never 
revale’, Just as they say, obleege, resaive, etc. It is a fashion of 
mistaken superiority for a certain set to say ‘hale, conceal and 
never reveal’, and should be condemned by educated people.” 


FOOD PARCELS FOR BRITAIN 

The response to the appeal for funds with which to carry out 
this worthy undertaking has been wonderful. As the bell tolled 
the final hour of 1947 there had been remitted to our Grand 
Secretary a total of $13,314.15 and thirty-five lodges had not 
sent any report up to that time. 

There seems no doubt but that the Masons of Manitoba are 
determined to relieve the austere diet of our brethren in the Old 
Land and the sum now in hand will guarantee further monthly 
shipments for the next few months. 

Let it be emphasized once more that this is a continuing 
activity. The need exists and without doubt will continue to 
exist so with the dawn of a brand new year may we hopefully 
anticipate a repetition of contributions from time to time. This 
is so much more desirable than to arrange a re-canvass of the 
membership. Give cheerfully—give as often as you can—give 
generously—acknowledgments are coming in from some of the 
recipients of parcels sent over last fall. One lady in Edinburgh 
not content with expressing her grateful thanks enclosed a book 
of views of her home town in the hope that we would like to see 
them. 

A couple in Nottingham sent their thanks in the form of a 
beautiful Christmas Card carrying this message: “The beauty of 
the home is order; the blessing of the home is contentment; the 
glory of the home is hospitality.” 

Perhaps the letter from a brother residing near Manchester, 
will give to many of our readers an idea of the people who are 
sharing our goodwill through these food parcels. Here in part is 
what he wrote to Brother Laing, Secretary of Favel Lodge No. 
128—Minitonas. ?_ . 

“It is with grateful feelings that I hasten to thank you from 
my heart for the wonderful parcel of good things you have so 
kindly forwarded to me. Just a few lines that you may know a 
little of the circumstances of your parcel’s recipient. 

“I am 72 years of age and I have been a regular subscriber to 
the Grand Lodge of England for 36 years. I am a Founder and 
P.M. of Progress Lodge No. 4016. In addition to performing 
all the Officer’s duties to the Chair, I have held office as D.C., 
Secretary and completed 20 years as Treasurer, last February. I 
am now Chaplain and still actively engaged in Lodge work. 
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“I am retired, on a small pension, which on pre-war standards 
was just adequate for maintenance of my wife and self. My sav¬ 
ings are now being drawn upon to meet the higher cost of living. 

“Your lovely parcel has arrived at a most opportune time, as 
another most severe ‘Austerity Xmas’ awaited us and the outlook 
was very bleak. . .” 

There must be many more letters of appreciation coming to 
our lodge secretaries and we suggest that copies of anything of 
interest might be forwarded to us for publication in later issues. 

Remember the campaign carries on and parcels are being sent 
forward every month. 


REPORTING PROGRESS 

Three important officers of Grand Lodge have been laid aside 
from their usual duties on account of illness and doubtless many 
of their friends throughout this wide Jurisdiction do not know 
about them. 

Our Grand Master, M.W. Brother Harry Donnelly was obliged 
to go to the hospital about the middle of December for treatment. 
He has now returned to his scholastic duties and from latest 
reports has prepard a fresh itinerary of visits for January. All 
of which tells us that he is on the mend. We hope however, that 
he will exercise some of the care which he exhorts us to follow. 

Our beloved Assistant Grand Librarian Harry Woods was 
obliged to go home just before Christmas. He has likewise been 
under the care of his physician. Now he is up and around but 
has been counselled to take it easy for a few weeks. We expect 
to see Harry back at his desk again in the very near future. 

Then the D.D.G.M. for the First Masonic District, R.W. 
Brother Fletcher Argue has been unable to carry on his Masonic 
duties in the energetic manner so characteristic of this bundle of 
energy. It must have been tragic for Fletcher to be laid up but 
from latest reports the Dean of the Junior Men at the University 
of Manitoba is back again at that institution. 

We know all our members join in wishing our brethren on the 
sick list a full and speedy recovery with the hope that 1948 will 
bring them renewed strength and vigor to meet their daily tasks. 


HOW IT HAPPENS 

How long is a year? 

Actually the year is 5 hours, 48 minutes and 46 seconds longer 
than the 365 days allowed for it on our calendar. The year is 
measured by the time it takes the earth to make a complete 
circuit of the sun. 

To even up the time, every four years an extra day is added 
to the end of February. This correction of 24 hours is based on 
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the loss of six full hours each year. Therefore, this additional 
day over-corrects the calendar 11 minutes and 14 seconds, so 
leap year is skipped every hundredth year. 

Why does the year start January 1? 

The date of the new year was decided purely by accident. 
Originally the Roman calendar, based on motions of the moon 
instead of the sun, started in the spring. Each year, however, 
the Romans new year moved ahead because the moon’s motions 
are not evenly matched. 

The new year came in midwinter when Julius Caesar revised 
the calendar in the first century B.C., and fixed the new year at 
its present date. 

But since March was the first month in the old Roman calen¬ 
dar, the last four months of our year still bear the names of the 
numerals, seven, eight, nine and ten. Septem is Latin for seven; 
okta, Greek for eight; Novem, Latin for nine, and Decern, Latin 
for ten. 


AREA MEETINGS 

The attention of lodges outside the Greater Winnipeg area is 
directed to this annual activity and while the Committee has 
doubtless been working out plans for the 1948 program, still no, 
information has reached our desk at the time of writing. 

This will be the fourth year of this series of meetings and their 
value not only to the immediate locality in which one is held but 
in Grand Lodge circles is unquestioned. 

It is suggested that lodges who are so situated that they can 
undertake the holding of one of our meetings should communicate 
with our Grand Secretary without delay. 

Briefly there should be accommodation to seat approximately 
200 in the lodge room, and as a dinner has to be provided for a 
similar number there should be facilities for this event as well. 

These area meetings are not district meetings and district 
boundaries are not considered in selecting the points of meeting. 

We want men who are interested in the work of Freemasonry 
to attend and especially the younger initiates of the Craft who have 
had little or no opportunity to meet with their Grand Lodge 
officers. 

It is hoped that an announcement of meeting places and dates 
may be available for our next issue. In the meantime how about 
your town and your lodge taking up the job for 1948? 


THE EDITOR SPEAKS 

There are approximately twelve thousand members enrolled 
in the lodges of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba. From time to 
time over the past three years since this publication first was 
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issued we have invited members to do something for their own 
Masonic paper. The appeal has fallen upon deaf ears and the 
response, to say the least, is most disappointing. 

Our last suggestion along this line was directed to our veteran 
members and we had hopes that from among the hundreds who 
participated in World War II we would find a few interesting 
items of Masonic experiences in Canada and elsewhere. Our 
fishing expedition thus far has been a failure. 

Does it not seem reasonable on my part to assume that among 
twelve thousand Masons there are contributions and items by the 
score which would prove of interest to brethren throughout the 
Jurisdiction. 

The items undoubtedly are there but the effort to write them 
out and mail them to our desk has not materialized. 

This may sound like a cry from Macedonia. Perhaps it is. 
On the other hand whether or not we hear from you the paper 
will go out as usual and you will have to be statified with what is 
sent. But, a few fresh voices now and then would be like a sweet 
melody and I am sure hundreds would welcome a change of diet. 

Once again we ask for contributions suitable for publication in 
future issues. 


DON’TS 

DON’T fail to procure your card for the current year in January. 

DON’T put your Lodge receipt in your pocket until you have 
signed your name thereon in ink. 

DON’T forget your receipt is valuable, so be careful of it. 

DON’T place your receipt where it will be lost and get into the 
hands of a crook or imposter. 

DON’T forget or overlook notifying the Secretary, who issued the 
receipt, immediately, should it be lost or stolen. 

DON’T carry a “deck” of old receipts or membership cards. The 
last one is the only one which has a value to you. 

DON’T discard an old or expired receipt or card without first 
destroying it. 

DON’T forget your reputation is something of which you are 
proud. If your receipt or card gets into the hands of a crook 
or imposter he can badly damage your reputation. 

NOTE—We have cribbed these commendable warnings from a 
recent issue of Ionic Lodge News in the belief they are most 
appropriate for every lodge member everywhere. 






